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PRESS RELEASE

On February 9™, 2016, the DeKalb Police Department began investigating a report of a robbery
that occurred on February 8", 2016 at 1517 Elmwood Avenue in DeKalb. This victim did not
sustain any physical injuries.

On February 10", 2016, the DeKalb Police Department began investigating another report of a
robbery that was reported to have occurred at 1517 Elmwood Avenue on February 10", 2016.
This victim was beaten and sustained non-life threatening injuries.

The victims in these cases reported that their cell phones and money were stolen by the
suspects and that they were threatened with a gun. The suspects’ descriptions in both incidents
were similar and both victims described one of the suspects as having a gang tattoo on his face.

The subsequent investigation led to a search of 1517 Elmwood Avenue which led to the
recovery of items believed to contain DNA evidence, a shovel that was used as a weapon, and
a “look-alike” pellet gun. The investigating officers also observed gang writings and graffiti inside
the residence.

On February 10™, 2016, the DeKalb Police Department identified the suspects in this case and
the suspects were arrested without incident in the 1500 block of EImwood Avenue. At the time
of their arrest one of the suspects had in his possession one of the stolen cell phones. The
suspects are documented gang members and it is believed that these cases were gang
motivated.

The following suspects were arrested on February 10", 2016:

Marc A. Santiago, 22 years of age, from West Chicago, was charged with three counts of
Aggravated Robbery (Class 1 Felony), two counts of Aggravated Battery (Class 3 Felony),
Aggravated Battery (Class 3 Felony), Aggravated Unlawful Restraint (Class 3 Felony) and three
counts of Mob Action (Class 4 Felony).

Christian Zuniga, 23 years of age, from Bensenville, was charged with three counts of
Aggravated Robbery (Class 1 Felony), two counts of Aggravated Battery (Class 3 Felony),
Aggravated Battery (Class 3 Felony), Aggravated Unlawful Restraint (Class 3 Felony) and three
counts of Mob Action (Class 4 Felony).

Brandon L. Villarreal, 21 years of age, from Bensenville, was charged with three counts of
Aggravated Robbery (Class 1 Felony), two counts of Aggravated Battery (Class 3 Felony),
Aggravated Battery (Class 3 Felony), Aggravated Unlawful Restraint (Class 3 Felony) and three
counts of Mob Action (Class 4 Felony).



UPDATE:

The following additional suspects were arrested on February 11", 2016, in regards to this
investigation:

Gabriel Curl, 19 years of age, from DeKalb, was charged with two counts of Aggravated Battery
(Class 3 Felony), Battery (Class A Misdemeanor), Aggravated Battery with a Deadly Weapon
(Class 3 Felony), Aggravated Unlawful Restraint (Class 3 Felony), Mob Action (Class 4 Felony),
Criminal Sexual Abuse (Class A Misdemeanor), Aggravated Robbery with a Firearm (Class 1
Felony) and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia (Class A Misdemeanor).

A 16 year old juvenile female was charged with three counts of Aggravated Robbery with a
Firearm (Class 1 Felony), two counts of Aggravated Battery (Class 3 Felony), three counts of
Mob Action (Class 4 Felony), three counts of Obstructing Identification (Class A Misdemeanor),
Aggravated Battery with a Deadly Weapon (Class 3 Felony) and Aggravated Unlawful Restraint
(Class 3 Felony).

The DeKalb Police Department would encourage anyone having information regarding this case
or similar incidents to contact our Detective Division, Crime Stoppers, or utilize “I Watch” app on
your smart phone if you have any information.

The contents of this press release are based upon the best information available to the DeKalb Police
Department. The statements regarding the conduct of any person identified above are allegations until
affirmatively proven in Court. All persons are presumed innocent until proven guilty.
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Send Crime Tips from the Web or Your Mobile Phone.

Anywhere, Anytime. Anonymously.
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What is iWatch?

iWatch is a mobile crime watch

tool that you and your neighbors can use to

report suspicious or criminal activity. Its a

hands-on, partnership between

you, the citizens \-I DeKalb and the
DeKalb Police Department.

Why should I report these
behaviors and activities?

You are the eyes and ears

proacuve

of your community.
Your awareness of suspicious behaviors and
activities and reporting it to the police can help
solve crimes or prevent crimes

What should I report?
Give as many details as possible,
for example:

V Time of day
v Where it h.lpp-cned
v What you witnessed
V A description of individual(s) involved
V Was there a vehicle?

Color and license plate number?
V Have you seen this activity before?

There are four ways to report:
¢ Report online at iWatch.com
Viextatpwo 1-(815) 673-7603
V Use the FREE downloadable app

\, Call 1(815) 673-7603
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call 911

NI gern ‘y
> Imme dictely

If you see something,
say something.

A simple observation, a single report
can help solve or prevent a crime.

If one person can make a difference. consider
what an entire community can do.
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