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Coming together is a beginning. 

Keeping together is progress. 

Working together is success.  

- Henry Ford  
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DeKalb  Police At A Glance 

Organized     1856 

Sworn Officers in 2012   60 

Civilian Personnel    18 

Volunteers     10 

Crossing Guards      18 

Community Service Officers  3 

Budget     $9,656,419 

Service Area     15.5 square miles 

Part I Crimes    1555 

Part II Crimes    8740 

Accidents     1398 

Arrests     2847 

Citations     5901 

Drug Offenses    628 

Public Services    10,482 

 
 

Founded     1856 

Government    City Manager 

City Budget     $29,891,691  

Population     44,030  

Police Officer/Population Ratio 

  Per 1000 inhabitants (based on 60 officers) 1.36 

Public School System Population 6080 

Public Schools    11 

Private Schools    1 

Colleges/Universities    1 
   Northern Illinois University with 22,000 students 

Hospitals (Kishwaukee Community)  1 

 

City of DeKalb At A Glance 

  



  

Sgt. Don Schoo served with the DeKalb Police Department from January 2nd, 1947 to 

February 1st, 1967.  Schoo, an Army veteran, was a machine gunner with the 633rd 

AAA Battalion 80th Infantry Division. He fought in the Battle of the Bulge, D-Day, 

and helped liberate the Buchenwald Concentration Camp during World War II.  Don 

has received much recognition for his time served with the US Army. 

 

In 1947 he became a member of the DeKalb Police Department where there were 

nine full time police officers, which included the Chief, a Lieutenant and a Captain.  

Patrol Officers had one day off a week, and the pay was $192.50 a month; $197.50 

for the Captain and Lieutenant and the Chief made $214.00.  Two part time officers 

ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦŦΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

Officers worked off duty for no extra pay during special occasions.  These would 

include new business openings, street dances, fairs, football and basketball games, 

band concerts and any other special events.   

 

Don said the department had one squad car that had to be pushed to get it started.  

IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀrt, they called for a taxi who drove them to the call. Eventually 

the taxi driver sold his cab and joined the police department.    

 

The one squad car answered all calls.  If there were two calls at the same time, one 

officer would be dropped off at that call and the other officer would respond to the 

other call, if there was another officer.  Officers had no backup when handling calls.   

 

There were no two-way radios in 1947.  When a call came in a light that was 

mounted on poles, at several locations around town, would turn on.  When an 

officer saw the light on, they would stop and telephone the station for instructions.  

In 1949 DeKalb service clubs bought two-way radios for the police and fire 

departments.   

 

Schoo was the first department motorcycle officer and rode the motorcycle 12 

months out of the year.  He said in the winter time he would put chains on the tires.  

 

He said a police officer responded to every fire call as well.  He said he would drive 

his motorcycle to the fire department where they would respond to the call 

together, and the firefighters who stayed at the station would wash his bike for 

him. 

 

Schoo said his time as a police officer was very political.  Officers would have to go 

out in the middle of the night and hang campaign signs for the mayor so no one 

would see them, on and off duty.  They, however, could not use a squad car when 

doing this. 

 

Sgt. Schoo visits the police department often and shares his memories with us.  He 

recently came in to model his new baseball cap given to him, along with his jacket 

he wore when he was an active member of the department. (See picture) 

 

Don said his career as a police officer was a lot of fun!  
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Lt. Gary Spangler started with the department in 

October 1989.  He was promoted to Corporal in 

January 1998 and Sergeant in July 1998.  He was 

promoted to Lieutenant in September 2007 and 

assigned to the Investigation Division.  Lt. Spangler 

retired in July, 2012 with 23 years of service.   

 

Chief Feithen started with the DeKalb Police Department 

in March of 1975.  He transferred to the Investigation 

Division in November 1982 where he served as the 

Juvenile/Community Relations Officer.  In February 1989 

he was promoted to Sergeant and returned to the Patrol 

Division.  In July 1998 he transferred to the 

Administration Division when he was promoted to 

Lieutenant.  On July 8th, 2000 he was promoted to Chief of 

Police.  He retired February 26th, 2012. 

Lƴ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴΧ 

Congratulations to both Sgt. Jon Costliow and Officer Steve Rodriguez who 

celebrated 20 years with the DeKalb Police Department. 

Retired Lt. Ron Pearson returned to the 

police department as Chief Administrator 

from February 27th thru May 31st.  This was 

a contractual position while a search was 

being conducted to fill the vacancy of police 

chief.    

20 Years 



 

  

MISSION STATEMENT 
The members of the DeKalb Police Department are 

committed to reducing crime and enhancing the quality 

of life through an active partnership with our 

community. 

VISION STATEMENT 
A city where our families, businesses, and 

culture prosper in an environment in 

which all people are treated with 

dignitary, equity, and respect.  


