DEKALB-SYCAMORE AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY – 2035 LRTP

CHAPTER 9: RECOMMENDED PLAN
This chapter summarizes the DSATS 2035 LRTP recommended transportation
improvements and policies. The LRTP addresses all transportation modes and is a
financially constrained plan. The improvements and policies for the respective
transportation modes are described in the following sections.

ROADWAYS
Several potential roadway improvements, many of which have been previously identified
in past planning efforts, were identified by local agencies for evaluation as part of the
2035 LRTP. Proposed roadway improvement projects were evaluated using the DSATS
travel demand forecasting proto model to determine the future year impacts on the
regional transportation system.
Based on the evaluation and analysis of the various improvements, specific roadway
related improvements were identified as having the most benefit to traffic operations
within the DSATS MPA. Priority projects are those that were identified as having the
greatest benefit to the regional transportation system. More importantly, the LRTP is
intended to serve as a working document that can constantly be updated to reflect the
changing needs and priorities of the DSATS MPA. Improvement priorities will evolve
and change over the next 25 years, which could result in the addition, deletion, or
modification of proposed transportation projects.
Short-term Recommended Road Improvements – Several priority roadway
improvements have committed funding and are included in the most recent DSATS
2011-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Projects include the extension
of Airport Rd. from IL-64 to Plank Rd., construction of additional North-South and EastWest Boulevards at NIU, and widening of Bethany Rd., Peace Rd., Somonauk Rd.,
South Annie Glidden Rd., and Taylor St. These capacity expansion projects are listed in
Chapter 6, Table 6-1. Capacity Building Roadway Projects in DSATS MPA), and shown
on Map 9-1.
Table 9-1 identifies roadway policy recommendations. These recommendations are not
project specific but instead relate to policies that the MPO can act on to further their
stated goals and objectives outlined in Chapter 2.
Table 9-1. Proposed Roadway Recommendations / Policies
Issue Proposed Recommendations / Policies
a) Continue to emphasize the maintenance and preservation of
1) Roadway Maintenance
the existing roadway facilities.
and Preservation

2) Roadway Capacity
Improvements



Local agencies and the DSATS technical committee
should encourage coordinated monitoring of facility
conditions, maintenance history, and planned
improvement schedules, utilizing analysis tools, including
GIS.



Support the implementation of the recommended
roadway projects identified in Table 6-1. Monitor the
priority projects to determine if projects should be added,
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3) Truck Traffic

modified, or deleted.
b) As part of the annual traffic counts process, a truck flow study
should be completed at least once every five years and utilize
results to assess truck routing alternatives and develop
strategies to minimize negative truck impacts through
sensitive areas of the community (e.g. downtown DeKalb).
c) Regularly monitor truck traffic volumes and
accommodate/encourage truck use on appropriate truck
routes. The amount of truck traffic on appropriate designated
truck routes should be considered with respect to prioritizing
roadway improvements that improve access to the regional
transportation system (e.g. I-88 Tollway).
 Explore alternatives to encourage truck traffic to utilize
the I-88 Tollway whenever possible, such as assessing
financial impacts of tolls on choice of truck routes.
 Evaluate the feasibility of diverting truck traffic away from
land uses not appropriate for heavy truck traffic.

4) Road Design
Considerations

d) Support roadway design standards consistent with
community goals and appropriate for neighborhood design
characteristics. Periodically review the design standards to
determine those that should be eliminated, updated, or
added. When possible, apply complete streets principles to
promote the safe and efficient operation of all transportation
modes.
e) Periodically review functional class system for consistency
with guidelines outlined in Chapter 4, Table 4-3 and possible
functional classification changes identified in Chapter 6.
f) Promote the use of traffic calming strategies where
appropriate to discourage cut-through traffic and/or speeding.
g) Continue to build upon the existing grid street pattern where
possible to disperse traffic impacts and provide route
alternatives that minimize single access point traffic loading
on arterials. Pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users also
benefit from the direct connections provided by the gridpatterned street networks.

5) Capacity Concerns

h) Where capacity deficiencies are identified, alternatives to
adding new capacity should be considered and evaluated
prior to new construction. Where mitigation measures have
been determined to be unsuccessful, additional capacity
should be evaluated and implemented to minimize congestion
delays. However, it is important to assess the potential
negative impacts adding capacity may have on adjacent
roadways, neighborhoods, schools, businesses and the
environment.
 The following capacity improvement examples are
identified from the least intrusive/expensive to the most
intrusive/expensive approaches:
o Travel demand management strategies (e.g.
pedestrian, bicycle, transit/carpool use
incentives)
o Signal timing coordination (i.e. Transportation
System Management)
o Improve turn lane configurations. A three-lane
configuration with one lane of through-traffic in
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i)

j)

6) Event Traffic
Congestion

7) Safety

each direction and a center left turn lane has
been shown to provide almost as much capacity
as a four-lane undivided road in certain
situations.
o Reduce driveways and left-turn movements (i.e.
access management)
o Add traffic lanes
o Build new road
Develop a Travel Demand Management (TDM) plan to
identify and implement programs that promote the efficient
use of the transportation system. A TDM plan should
encompass and be coordinated with other transportation
modes.
Refine and calibrate the travel demand proto-model to
improve accuracy and confidence in traffic forecasting. The
model will continue to be a tool available for analyzing various
transportation improvements and land use scenarios. This
refinement should occur with the next LRTP update (2040) as
2010 U.S. Census data will be available as a model input.

k) Consider conducting a Convocation Center area traffic impact
study, utilizing a traffic simulation model, to provide a tool for
quantifying the problem and for analyzing various intersection
control and design improvements to address event traffic
congestion. A traffic simulation model would be able to test
the effects of the strategies listed above.
l) Evaluate cost-effective solutions for addressing congestion
delays associated with large event traffic at the Convocation
Center and on the NIU Campus. It is virtually impossible to
eliminate all congestion associated with large events;
however, there are a variety of cost effective strategies that
can help minimize delays and improve event-related traffic
flow.
 NIU uses changeable message boards’ enroute to the
Convocation Center for large events. This system should
remain a part of future ITS improvement projects.
 Consider strategies for dispersing traffic out of
Convocation parking areas.
 Assess traffic signal installation and improvements along
IL 38/Lincoln Highway at Convocation Center main
driveway.
 Assess turning lane needs along IL 38/Lincoln Highway
at Convocation Center main driveway.
 Evaluate impact on event traffic of West Arterial
Extension between Bethany Road and Fairview Drive.
 Evaluate proposed collector system connections to Annie
Glidden Road and/or Twombly Road north of
Convocation Center.
m) Conduct a safety study to address areas of concerns and
gather the data needed to conduct the analysis in order to
generate appropriate recommendations.
n) Address pedestrian safety issue along Annie Glidden Road
between Stadium Drive and Lincoln Drive. Implement Annie
Glidden Task Force Recommendations:
 NIU has installed landscaping and stone pillars to funnel
pedestrians around Lucinda and Annie Glidden Roads.
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o)

p)

q)
r)

s)

Creating entrance treatments to indicate a different
environment warranting a change in travel behaviors at a
new Stadium Drive South intersection and at Grant Drive
intersection
 Widen Annie Glidden Road for addition of left turn land
from Crane Drive to Varsity Blvd. and install easily
identifiable crosswalks as part of improvements.
Work with appropriate agencies to develop a complete and
comprehensive vehicular crash/accident database utilizing
GIS technology to analyze safety issue patterns.
Identify and implement appropriate Intelligent Transportation
System (ITS) applications within the DSATS area to maintain
or enhance travel safety.
Identify priority corridors for implementation of signal
preemption that gives priority to emergency vehicles.
Identify potential technical improvements at at-grade rail
crossings to ensure a high level of traffic, pedestrian, and
bicycle safety.
Access management techniques the improve traveler
predictability and reduce conflict points should be explored as
possible solutions to improve traffic safety, including
pedestrian and bicycle safety. Specific areas to consider
access management strategies include:
a) IL 23/Sycamore Road commercial Area. Include
alternatives for internal area circulation such as backage
(aka reverse frontage) roads or parking lot connectors to
minimize local traffic (i.e. traffic traveling between
commercial destinations) from loading onto the Principal
Arterial
b) IL 38/Lincoln Highway west of 1st Street.
c) Annie Glidden Road from I-88 to Bethany Road.
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TRANSIT
Public Transit is vitally important to NIU and the surrounding area. The Huskie line
provides convenient access around the campus and surrounding areas for NIU students,
staff, and faculty. By providing a viable transit system, NIU is able to reduce vehicular
traffic in and around campus and subsequently avoid the costs associated with providing
additional auto-related infrastructure.
TransVAC provides an essential service to transit dependent riders, the elderly, and
those with disabilities. The Green Line and the Blue Line also provide an alternative for
those who cannot drive or do not want to drive. As the DSATS area continues to grow,
so too will the demand for public transit.

Transit Improvement Recommendation Alternatives
With SRF currently developing the Transit Facility and Needs Analysis Study for the
DSATS region, that report will be publish and be made available as a supplement to the
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan and provide the main core of the Transit
Improvement Recommendation Alternatives. In this section, we will look at the
Alternatives recommended in the 2030 LRTP, and the accomplishments achieved
towards those identified goals.
Alternative 1:
Alternative 1 looks to expand upon the existing transit systems in the region. VAC would
continue to provide paratransit and city loop service to the various human service
agencies, medical facilities, and commercial facilities to those in the DSATS region who
are dependant upon public transit to perform their daily activities. NIU’s Huskie Bus Line
would continue to provide the on and off campus service to students, faculty, staff, and
DeKalb City residents. VAC, Huskie, DeKalb, Sycamore, Cortland, DeKalb County, and
NIU would continue to work together through DSATS to find ways to improve the existing
transit system.
Improvements to the system that have occurred since the last LRTP include:
 With the additional funds that have been made available through the Downstate
Operating Assistance Program (DOAP) VAC has been able to expand their
paratransit system and provide many more trips throughout the North Center and
North Eastern Illinois region;
 VAC Transit is available from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday. When school
is in operation Huskie lines provide limited service through DeKalb until 2:30 a.m.
and also provide service on Saturdays and Sundays.
 Huskie provides shuttle service to the Elburn Train Station on Friday and Sunday
evenings while school is in service (not available in the summer).
 The VAC Blue Line has been implemented and provides loop service through
Sycamore
 The VAC Kishwaukee Line provides service from various locations in the City of
DeKalb to Kishwaukee College in Malta.
 DSATS staff received a grant to install a RouteMatch trip scheduling system along
with supporting computer hardware in order to allow more efficient scheduling of the
VAC paratransit System.
 Through various grants, the majority of the VAC transit fleet has been replaced.
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 New grants have been approved to repave the VAC parking lot, install Mobile Data
Computers into the VAC bus fleet, install new radio equipment in the VAC fleet,
install new bus shelters in the region, and purchase 35 new passenger buses.
Short Term Transit Goals:
 The current VAC Green and Blue lines are over-extended and it has become difficult
to maintain the one-hour loop schedule for each line. Ways need to be identified to
increase the efficiency of the transit system to increase on-time performance.
 VAC and Huskie should identify ways to better promote the entire transit system.
Ideas include updating bus stop signage through the region, installation of more bus
shelters, development of integrated route system maps, and website promotion of
both systems.
Long Term Transit Goals:
 Extension of route deviated service into Cortland;
 Development of a daily shuttle service to the Elburn Train Station. This system
could be provided by Huskie, VAC, or a cooperative system;
 Building of a new transit facility, possibly as a multimodal system to serve as a hub
for all transit systems and possibly a park and ride lot;
 Ultimately, extend the Chicago Metra system from Elburn to DeKalb.
Alternative 2:
Alternative 2 would greatly increase Huskie Bus’ role in providing the DeKalb- Sycamore
area’s public transportation services. Through a contractual arrangement between the
City of DeKalb and the Northern Illinois University Student Association, Huskie Bus
could operate the DeKalb-Sycamore area’s local fixed route services. Voluntary Action
Center could continue to provide countywide demand response and agency contract
services. In this alternative, Voluntary Action Center could also provide complementary
ADA paratransit services within the DeKalb-Sycamore area.
All the goals identified in Alternative 1 would also be part of Alternative 2.
Alternative 3:
In Alternative 3, a local Mass Transit District would function as the provider of fixed route
service in the DeKalb-Sycamore area outside of the NIU campus. Huskie Bus would
continue to operate its on-campus routes. In addition, Voluntary Action Center would
continue to operate countywide public transportation, provide demand response ADA
paratransit service in the DeKalb-Sycamore area on behalf of the Mass Transit District,
and coordinate agency transportation services.
The new local Mass Transit District would operate a revamped fixed route service in
DeKalb and Sycamore. These routes would replace the current Route 7 operated by
Huskie Bus and the Green Line operated by Voluntary Action Center. In this alternative,
Voluntary Action Center would function as an agency transportation brokerage and
provide assistance to individuals who need transportation. A function of this brokerage
would be to determine if individuals who need transportation qualify under agency
program eligibility standards. The following transit recommendations in Table 9-2 relate
to policies that DSATS can pursue to improve and promote transit use in the area.
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Table 9-2. Proposed Transit / Paratransit Recommendations / Policies
Transit Road Access



Transit Funding





Land Use /
Development
Considerations





Land Use /
Development
Considerations




All roads functionally classified as collectors and above should
be accessible to transit providers.
o
Weight restrictions on a section of Hillcrest Drive force
Huskie Line buses to divert from the desired and direct
route, adding time delays and inconvenience to their
costumers.
Greater transit funding was made available with the DOAP
program. There are indications from the Transit Study currently
in development that other transit funding may be available if
VAC and NIU work together. DSATS member agencies should
look at ways to leverage more funds.
In economic difficult times, it is difficult to get local communities
to invest more in public transportation. In coming years,
however, with more global warming regulations imposed by the
federal government, funding of public transit on the federal,
state, and local levels will likely increase. DSATS staff should
identify the importance of funding and expanding public transit
options.
Encourage land use design standards, polices, and principles,
that promote pedestrian and transit-oriented development
within the DSATS MPA.
o Support requirements to provide sidewalks and curb
cuts that comply with ADA standards and requirements.
o Support the repair and upkeep of existing sidewalks to
provide better connections to transit facilities.
Local agencies should include potential transit access issues in
reviewing major commercial and residential developments to
ensure transit/paratransit accessibility.
Assess the viability of developing a Transit Center linking local
and regional transit and taxi services at a centralized location.
Support projects that encourage the integration of transit and
bicycles.
o Consider a bicycle on buses program to encourage
increased accessibility for bicyclists throughout the
MPA. Initial implementation of a bicycle on buses
program could focus specifically on the Huskie Line
route serving the Sycamore Road commercial area and
TransVAC’s Green line.

BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES
The bicycle plan focuses on the potential to expand the bicycle or multi-use trails beyond
the current and or previously identified limits. Over the next twenty-five years,
opportunities will arise to incorporate bicycle travel into planned roadway projects.
Potential road improvements should consider the possible construction of bicycle and
pedestrian facilities to improve bicycle and pedestrian mobility.
The DeKalb County Greenways and Trails Plan was prepared for the DeKalb County
Greenways and Trials Coalition. The Plan is a long-range, visionary master plan for the
greenway infrastructure of the region. The plan provides DSATS a wealth of information
and offers recommendations from which to work toward addressing metropolitan bicycle
and trails issues and developing a comprehensive bike and trails system.
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The LRTP’s focus is on transportation and how bicycle facilities can facilitate utilitarian
bicycle use as well as recreational use. Improving the transportation benefits of trails
and improving the existing roadway system for walking and biking are two of the
Greenway Plan’s objectives that correspond with DSATS goals and objectives. Below
are the prioritized location specific bicycle and pedestrian related recommendations from
the Greenway Trails Plan.

DeKalb County Greenways and Trails Plan Specific
Recommendations
Specific recommendations for the DeKalb-Sycamore Metropolitan area from the DeKalb
County Greenways and Trails Plan include on-road improvements, such as paved
shoulders and wide curb lanes, and dedicated trails including greenway trails, sidepaths,
and trails adjacent to railroad lines. It should be noted that current STP funding
practices only allow monies to be spent on paved trails or shoulders. Below are the
bicycle and pedestrian related recommendations by priority given (see Error! Reference
source not found.).
High Priorities
1. Complete missing path along South Branch Kishwaukee River from Prairie Park
at Clifford Street to the West Lincoln Highway at the NIU Lagoon.
2. DeKalb to Cortland:
a. On-road paved shoulder along Barber Greene Road between Peace
Road and Somonauk Road. On road paved shoulder and/or sidepath
along Somonauk Road to Cortland is the short term goal
b. Rails with trails facility along the Union Pacific Railroad between Rotary
Park and Cortland Community Park as the long-term goal
3. DeKalb/Sycamore heading south:
a. On-road paved shoulder along IL-23 with a sidepath or on-road paved
shoulder along future Peace Road extension as the short-term goal
b. Rails with trails facility along the Union Pacific Railroad beginning at
Rotary Park as the long-term goal
4. Sycamore to Cortland: On-road paved shoulder along IL-23. Combination of onroad paved shoulders and sidepaths from Sycamore along Airport Road
extension to Bethany Road to IL 23. Install On-road paved shoulder and/or
sidepath along Somonauk Road to Cortland with paved shoulders and sidepaths
constructed in tandem with expansions or upgrades to these roads. Sidewalks
on the south side of Bethany have been installed between IL-23 (DeKalb Ave.) to
the Voluntary Action Center building.
5. DeKalb to Malta:
a. On-road paved shoulder along South Malta Road as a short-term goal
b. Rails with trails facility along the Union Pacific Railroad as a long-term
goal
Medium Priorities
1. South Branch Kishwaukee River (main stem): A greenway trail, which would
complete trail gaps and connect the DeKalb Nature Trail to the Nehring Forest
Preserve as the long-term goal.
2. South Branch Kishwaukee River (east branch from Sycamore): Complete a trail
from Stanley Larsen Park to Sycamore Lake. The trail could connect to the
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Great Western Trail to a future Greenway Trail if the facility began at the
Sycamore Park District Golf Course.
The Plan did not address design aspects of rails with trails. The east-west Union Pacific
Railroad carries about 70 trains per day at fairly high speeds, which would be a safety
concern and/or a cost issue depending on what type of barrier would be required
between the railroad tracks and the trail.
Sidewalks of 4 or 5-foot widths as a standard throughout most communities may prove
most practical as an alternative for bicycle and pedestrian traffic along proposed street
improvements. These sidewalks can serve as sidepaths for bikes and pedestrians
instead of pathways that are generally 8 to12 feet wide and require more right-of-way.
Table 9-3. Proposed Bicycle/Pedestrian Recommendations / Policies
Issue Proposed Recommendations / Policies
a) Continue proactive regional bicycle planning to coordinate
1) Regional Bicycle
development of a bicycle network that serves all areas of the
Planning.
MPA and connects to statewide bicycle facilities beyond the
MPA boundaries.
 Identify and preserve potential rights-of-way that could be
used to develop bicycle/pedestrian facilities. Specifically,
abandoned rail corridors should be identified and
preserved as potential linkages to the existing and
planned bicycle network.
b) Incorporate bicycle and pedestrian elements into roadway
8. Roadway Bike/Ped
improvements:
Improvements
 Implement bicycle and pedestrian enhancements as part
of all development and transportation projects
 Encourage local jurisdictions to accommodate bicycles
when adding or improving roadways by building wide
outer lanes, bicycle friendly drainage grates, traffic signal
actuation devices, paved shoulders and other amenities
 Coordinate with IDOT to ensure that pedestrian and
bicycle accommodations are incorporated into bridges,
underpasses, arterial intersection improvements, atgrade rail crossings, and highway interchanges early in
the design process to minimize costs
 Include a minimum four-foot wide paved shoulder on
roads planned for major improvements and new roads to
allow for bicycle use where appropriate.
 The Greenways and Trails plan proposed using threelane configurations replacing four-lane undivided roads to
free up right-of-way for bike lanes. Three lane
configurations have almost as much capacity as a fourlane divided road, depending on the turning movements
of the specific roadway.
1. Data and Plan Coordination – The Illinois Department of
9. System Connections
Transportation has developed a State Bicycle Plan. The plan
is an interactive Geographic Information System (GIS) model
that uses extensive data to help IDOT evaluate bicycle
projects. DSATS should stay up to date with the plan’s
progress and work toward exchanging and integrating data to
improve bicycle planning in the region. DSATS should also
continue to serve as a forum for municipalities in coordinating
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2. Safe Routes to Schools

trail development plans and linking existing and future trails to
promote a comprehensive regional trail system.
b) Connect paths to adjacent public spaces and trails:
coordinate strategies with appropriate organizations and
entities to connect paved trails and provide connections to
important community destinations
Strategies may include:
 Obtain or purchase public access easements to construct
paved trails
 Encourage public agencies to designate easements to
reserve corridors
 Adopt development or subdivision ordnances mandating
new development connectivity to adjacent parks or paved
trails
 During the review process, seek a set aside or
construction of paved trails to adjacent public spaces
 Incorporate bikeway right-of-way designations in
transportation and master plans
 Improvements near schools should employ designs that
minimize student-pedestrian/ vehicle conflicts by directing
students to safer routes with sidewalks or multi-use
paved trails, controlling vehicular traffic, traffic calming
and improving motorist awareness of school aged
children
 New school site plans should be reviewed for safe and
appropriate pedestrian and bike access
 Require public rights-of-way to construct paved trails
connecting cul-de-sacs between developments
c) Sidewalk gaps should be filled, particularly within a half-mile
radius of schools, parks, and popular walking destinations.
Crosswalks should also be improved and maintained.
Sidewalks may be used by children and inexperienced adult
cyclists.
 Specifically, Improve pedestrian access between
commercial destinations and across IL 23/Syscamore
Road through sidewalks and crosswalks. (Sycamore
section)
d) Sidepath gaps should be filled, particularly if connecting
residential areas to popular destinations. On-road bike
facilities are also recommended along collector and arterial
roads with sidepaths for experienced cyclists. When
considering new sidepaths, the following issues should be
considered
 Sidepaths should have as few crossroad and driveway
intersections as possible to minimize vehicle
bicycle/pedestrian conflicts
 Terrace areas between traffic lanes and sidepath should
provide a sufficient buffer
 Directional instructions need to be provided at ends of
sidepaths to inform users of safe routes from which to
continue their trip
e) Prioritize bicycle and pedestrian improvements along
corridors connecting to schools within the DSATS MPA.
1. Inventory existing bicycles/pedestrian facilities by
identifying condition of sidewalks, crosswalks, presence
of traffic control devices, traffic volumes, posted speed
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3. Land Use / Design
Considerations

4. Intermodal
Connections.

limits, and observed speed limits. Identify appropriate
routes for bicycle and pedestrian travel.
f) Encourage area schools to consider pedestrian and bike
access issues in new school location decisions.
g) Local agencies should adopt polices that emphasize and
promote bicycle/pedestrian travel.
 Amend or adopt building codes and development
standards to emphasize bicycle/pedestrian travel.
Building codes could be amended to require bicycle
parking/racks as part of the building design or site plans.
 Apply Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) as appropriate
to help support pedestrian and bicycle travel. Specifically
address pedestrian and bicycle travel as part of any
roadway improvement.
 Adopt street repair policies that help support bicycle and
pedestrian travel.
 Designate and post bicycle route signs to increase
awareness of motorists to share the roadway with
bicyclists.
h) Develop Bike route maps to promote bicycling and inform
bicyclists how bike-compatible roads are and identify bike and
trail facilities.
i) Bike Facility Guidelines – Adopting guidelines for determining
where and what bicycle facilities are appropriate would be
beneficial. These guidelines should be based on best
practices and utilize existing tools such as IDOT’s bicycle
level of service data and guidelines and the Federal Highway
27
Administration’s Bicycle Compatibility Index (BCI) .
j) Encourage the integration of land uses and mixed-use
development. This type of development supports pedestrian
and bicycle travel and would improve connections to transit
stops.
k) Incorporate bicycle facilities in the design and construction of
major roadway improvements throughout the DSATS MPA.
l) Support projects that encourage bicycle connections to transit
services.
 Consider a bicycle on buses program to encourage
increased accessibility for bicyclists, specifically on the
Huskie line route serving Sycamore Road and
TransVAC’s Green line and Blue Line.

27

The Bicycle Compatibility Index: A Level of Service Concept, Implementation Manual FHWA
RD-98-095 can be downloaded at http://www.hsrc.unc.edu/research/pedbike/98095/
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RAIL
Rail improvements are generally the responsibility of the individual rail companies that
operate the respective rail lines through the area. Rail operations, as they relate to the
roadway network, generally focus on the maintenance of existing at-grade rail crossings.
In some cases, a particular at-grade rail crossing may warrant improved traffic control
devices or possibly a grade separated facility. Table 9-4 summarizes the proposed rail
recommendations and policies for consideration within the MPA.
Table 9-4. Proposed Rail Recommendations / Policies
Issue Proposed Recommendations / Policies
a) Monitor at-grade rail crossings to provide a high level of
1. At-Grade Crossings
safety and mobility for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians.
Identify high priority crossings that could be considered for
improved traffic control devices and potential grade separated
facilities.
b) Continue routine maintenance and upkeep of the existing rail
infrastructure.
c) Identify and preserve abandoned rail corridors that could be
2. Intermodal
used for potential bicycle and/or multi-use trails. Investigate
Connections
feasibility of sharing right-of-way with railroad for trails.

AIRPORT
Continued investment in the DeKalb Taylor Airport is necessary to maintain and
enhance its position to attract businesses to the area and attract general aviation
customers for the western Chicago area. The Plan recommends the following actions to
utilize the airport as an economic development tool. Table 9-5 summarizes the
proposed recommendations and policies.
Table 9-5. Proposed Aviation Recommendations / Policies
Issue Proposed Recommendations / Policies
a) Maintain good road access to the airport.
1. Accessibility.
 Improve truck access to/from the airport to encourage
and enhance freight movement within and beyond the
MPA.

9-13

